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LPC Meeting – 17th September 2013   
The committee met all day in closed session and welcomed a pre-registration graduate observer. 

LPC Officers’ Activities  

The summer months of July and August are not usually the busiest LPC months. However since the July 

2nd LPC meeting, LPC officers have once again engaged in numerous meetings as the changed health 

system takes shape locally. At senior level at NHS England, LPC Officers have been involved in meetings 
of the Primary Care Panel, the Performance Screening Group, the Pharmacy Local Professional Network, 

the LES Review and the pan-Derbyshire Flu Group. At Derbyshire County Council, we have met with the 

commissioners of Substance Misuse Services and Stop Smoking Services (as part of a total service 

review). We have also met with the senior commissioning team to demonstrate the PharmOutcomes® 

web-based platform. In Derby City, we have had further meetings with the senior management team 

and participated in the complete review of the city’s substance misuse services. Other meetings attended 

include Derby and Derbyshire LMC and Nottingham LPC.  
 

The Future of Stop Smoking Services 

LPC has been advised that all Stop Smoking Services in Derby City are going to be decommissioned.  

The requisite notice will be given but in the meantime, the advice to contractors is not to take on any 

new clients.  b-You (part of Derby City Council) will provide the service themselves; b-You will also 
procure NRT products in bulk and supply these direct to clients – there will be no pharmacy involvement 

in the commissioned service and no vouchers will be issued or redeemed. Note that other services (e.g. 

supervised consumption and needle exchange) are expected to continue, but they will be subject to a re-

procurement exercise by the city council. 
 

In the County, the services are still being reviewed and LPC has been involved in the review process. 

We await the outcome of the review – note we have previously reported the roll-over of current LESs for 

a limited period, after which these will have to be decommissioned. There will then be a re-procurement 

process undertaken according to Council policy. 
 

NHS England LES Review 

Some Pharmacy LESs remain in the NHS (for example, INR, Palliative Care, MAR Charts, Gluten Free 

Foods, Services to Care Homes, Out of Hours (previously known as ‘rota’)) and these are being reviewed 

by the Area Team across the whole of Nottingham and Derbyshire in consultation with CCGs and LPCs. 

We will report on the outcome of the review in due course. 
 

 

Rurality Review 

NHS England is conducting a National review of dispensing doctors’ patient lists (to ensure that 

dispensing practices dispense only for eligible patients); we are aware that the review has already 

started in Derbyshire and all dispensing lists will have been reviewed by March 2014. In tandem with 

this, all Controlled Localities are to be defined and maps produced by March 2015. 

LPC Website 

Contractors will no doubt be aware that PSNC launched a new website in late July, although its previous 

website is still accessible. The majority of LPC websites (including ours) are hosted by PSNC and, unlike 

PSNC’s own site, all the previous LPC websites were ‘switched off’ overnight. We realise that the current 

Derbyshire LPC website is unsatisfactory in many respects. It is an entirely new platform for us and 

there’s a steep learning curve and considerable workload. Work will be undertaken to make it ‘fit for 

purpose’ as soon as possible. In the meantime, if there is any information that you cannot locate and 

need urgently, please contact Graham Archer (details below). 
 

LPC Annual General Meeting 

The LPC’s AGM was held on the evening of 17th September. Officers’ reports were presented and the 

accounts have been approved by the committee and contractors who attended. Until they can be 

uploaded to the website (see above) reports can be obtained from the Chief Officer by email. 
 

We were privileged to welcome as our guest speaker Clare Howard, Deputy Chief Pharmacist, NHS 

England, who provided an excellent presentation on the future role of pharmacists in Medicines 

Optimisation. A copy of Clare’s slides (5MB) is available on request; the slides will eventually be 

uploaded to the website. 
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